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been carried into effect. The subordinate presi- CHAP.
dencies of Madras and Bombay have not been de- XXVIIL
prived of their councils, and the erection of the
new presidency of Agra has been suspended by the
same authority which decreed its creation.* The
legislative councillor and law commission have
entered on their labours, but they have not yet
made much advance towards the great work which
appears to have been meditated, of compiling one
comprehensive code of law for the whole of British
India. Difficulties indeed exist before which Jus-
tinian might have relinquished the task in despair.
But although deprived of some advantages which
they had previously enjoyed under the Company's
rule, the people of India have reason to rejoice that
the Company is still preserved as an instrument for
the government of their country. That portion of
the people of England who do not desire to see the
combatants for political power every thing and the
rest of the people nothing, have equal reason to be
satisfied with this result.f That the Company agreed
to accept the important trust, under conditions to
* As mentioned in note on page 331.
t The Court of Directors usually contains menthers of various
shades of political opinion, and some having no strong political
predilections at all. The patronage, therefore, is not distributed
in one political channel, as it would he if transferred to the
government, where the friends of the ruling party would enjoy a
monopoly of it, and where (a consideration once thought important)
it would generally he hestowed as the purchase or the reward of
political services. The charlatan plan for tendering appointments
to competition, and other fancies of the like nature, do not deserve
a moment's discussion.